Evidence for transuterine migration of embryos in the domestic cat.
A total of 169 pregnant cats presented for ovariohysterectomy were examined for the number of corpora lutea (CL) and the number of fetuses per uterine horn. The implantation rate and the frequency of occurrence of transuterine migration of embryos were calculated. The average number of CL was 5.6 +/- 1.9 (mean +/- SD; range, 2-11), the average number of fetuses was 4.5 +/- 1.4 (range, 1-8) and the average implantation rate was 84 +/- 20%. Transuterine migration occurred in 69/169 cats (40.8%). In animals with a 100% implantation rate, transuterine migration occurred in 50/84 cats (59.5%). The number of embryos that migrated ranged from 1-3 per animal and embryos moved from the uterine horn ipsilateral to the ovary with the larger number of CL in 66/69 cats (95.7%). As a result of transuterine migration, the difference in the number of fetuses between uterine horns as compared with the difference in the number of CL between ovaries was smaller in 54 casts (78.3%), unchanged in 8 cats (11.6%) and larger in 7 cats (10.1%). These results indicate that cats tend to equalize the number of fetuses between uterine horns by transuterine migration of embryos.